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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the 150 word 
limit. Correction is required. See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form, the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 5,7-10,14,12, 16-17 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by D'Amato et al (US 5,003,915). D'Amato discloses an apparatus 
for applying an additive material from reservoir (69) to a paper web (1 1). As shown in 
figure 3, first roller 71 receives additive from reservoir 69, transfers it to second roller 73, 
which then transfers it to third roller 61 having protruding dies 65 in contact with paper 
11. 

As for claims 3, 7, 12 and 16, the "inside major surface" is deemed as the surface 
in contact with protruding dies 65 and the other side of the paper is deemed as the 
"outside major surface." 

As for claims 8, the claimed means for contacting the third roller with the second 
roller and means for contacting the third roller with the paper web is deemed as the 
shaft holding in place the rollers shown in figure 3. 
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As for claim 9, the protrusion dies 65 are spaced in a pattern as shown in figure 

3. 

As for claim 10, the claimed means for supplying the additive material to at least 
a portion of the roll face of the second roller is deemed as reservoir 69, the means for 
transferring some of the additive material on the roll face of the second roller to the third 
roller is deemed as the shaft holding in place the second roller, and the means for 
providing transfer of the additive material of the roll face of the third roller to the paper 
web is deemed as protrusion dies 65. 

As for claim 14, the claimed bobbin is deemed as element 27 and the claimed 
"garniture region" is deemed as the region formed by element 39. The phrase 
"garniture region" is being deemed as any region or place without any structural feature. 

As for claims 17, the claimed means for contacting the third roller with the second 
roller and means for contacting the 2nd roller with the first roller is deemed as the shaft 
holding in place the rollers shown in figure 3. 

As for claims 19-21, the apparatus D'Amato provides the claimed method steps. 

Claims 1-17, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by West et al (US 3,412,707). West discloses an apparatus for applying an additive 
material (W) to a paper web (S). As shown in figure 1 , first roller 14 receives additive 
material supplied by from reservoir 20, transfers it to second roller 12, which then 
transfers it to third roller 1 1 having protruding dies 11a in contact with paper S and in roll 
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contact with a fourth roller 10 to allow for the paper S to be between the roll faces of the 
3 rd and 4 th rollers. 

As for claims 3r4, 7, 12-13 and 16, the "inside major surface" is deemed as the 
surface in contact with protruding dies 1 1a and the other side of the paper is deemed as 
the "outside major surface." 

As for claims 8, the claimed means for contacting the third roller with the second 
roller and means for contacting the third roller with the paper web is deemed as the 
shaft holding in place the rollers shown in the figure. 

As for claim 9, the protrusion dies 1 1a are spaced in a pattern as shown in the 

figure. 

As for claim 10, the claimed means for supplying the additive material to at least 
a portion of the roll face of the second roller is deemed as reservoir 20, the means for 
transferring some of the additive material on the roll face of the second roller to the third 
roller is deemed as the shaft holding in place the second roller, and the means for 
providing transfer of the additive material of the roll face of the third roller to the paper 
web is deemed as protrusion dies 11a. 

As for claim 14, the claimed bobbin is deemed as the paper source reel providing 
a continuous paper (S) and the claimed "garniture region" is deemed as an arbitrary 
region that is between the bobbin and the paper web source. The phrase "garniture 
region" is being deemed as any region or place without any structural feature. 
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As for claims 17, the claimed means for contacting the third roller with the second 
roller and means for contacting the 2nd roller with the first roller is deemed as the shaft 
holding in place the rollers shown in the figure. 

As for claims 19-21 , the apparatus West provides the claimed method steps. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over D'Amato 

et al (US 5,003,915) or West et al (US 3,412,707) in view of Hall (US 4,174,720). 

D'Amato and West are silent disclosing the first roller having a groove across the width 

of the roll face and circumscribing the roll face. However, Hall teaches that a groove is 

placed on the first roller in order to receive the additive material (Col. 6, liens 50ff). At 

the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 

in the art to have modified the first rollers of D'Amato and West with a groove across the 

width of the roll face and circumscribing the roll face in. order to allow for the additive 

material stay on the roll face as taught by Hall. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lopez whose telephone number is 
571.272.1 193. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571.272.1189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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